
Voting Information for Americans Residing 
Overseas 

The one-stop shop for all voting-related issues is the Federal Voting Assistance 

Program website (FVAP).  It has a wealth of information about absentee voting, including the 

downloadable absentee ballot applications, state-specific instructions for completing the form, links to 

state and local voting officials, and a downloadable emergency ballot.  

Some frequently asked voting questions from Americans residing overseas:  

Can I vote absentee?   

You can vote absentee in any election for Federal office if you are a U.S. citizen 18 years or older, and 

are residing outside of the United States.   

If I do not maintain a legal residence in the U.S., what is my "legal state of residence"?    

Your "legal state of residence" for voting purposes is the state or territory where you last 

resided immediately prior to your departure from the United States. This applies even 

though you may not have property or other ties in your last state of residence and your 

intent to return to that state may be uncertain.   

When completing section 7 of the Voter Registration form and Absentee Ballot request form, be sure 

to enter the entire mailing address of your last residence to determine your proper voting jurisdiction.   

Some states allow children of U.S. citizens residing overseas who are U.S. citizens but who have never 

resided in the U.S. to claim one of their parent's legal state of residence as their own.   

How do I register to vote, or apply for an absentee ballot?   

You may register to vote and request an absentee ballot on the FVAP website.  Both tasks 

can be accomplished by completing the Federal Post Card Application (FPCA).  Your FPCA 

must be completed, printed, signed, dated and mailed to the listed election official in your 

U.S. state of residence.    

What if I have not received by absentee ballot one month before the election?  

 Contact your local election official to determine the status of your ballot. Contact information 

is available at FVAP website. 

 When you receive your regular absentee ballot, complete it and return it regardless of when 

you receive it. Your local election official will ensure that only one of the ballots is 

counted.  All FWABs must be completed, printed, signed, dated, and submitted to your local 

election official. Check out your state's instructions to determine your state specific 

instructions, witness requirements for voted ballots, deadlines, and mailing addresses. 

 If you have requested an absentee ballot from your State but have not received it, you can 

also vote by using the back-up Federal Write-In Absentee Ballot (FWAB). You may submit 

the FWAB at any time after you submit your Federal Post Card Application. 
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